
 

In seaside communities, a rotting smell can be mislabeled as 

being sewage, when is actually Sea Lettuce.  

The rotting sea lettuce produces hydrogen 

sulfide, which smells like sewage or rotten 

eggs.  

It also produces       

dimethyl sulfide, which smells like rotting  

shellfish.  Unlike certain algae blooms in 

lakes, sea lettuce does not release toxins 

in the water, but produces a distinct 

smell. 

What is that smell? 

Edmonds Wastewater Treatment Plant  

Edmonds shorelines with Sea Lettuce 

Sea Lettuce,  
Ulva Lactuca 
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Edmonds 
Wastewater 
Treatment 
Plant 

To be a Good Neighbor we wanted to let you 
know a few things. 

 The treatment plant has an odor control 
program. 

 When notified of an odor concern, we 
respond in order to determine the source.  

 On a monthly basis we measure odor levels 
throughout the city and at the treatment 
plant boundary. 

 If you are experiencing a hydrogen sulfide 
smell; Please note the wind direction and 
check the tide level before contacting our  
Odor Response Team.  This will enable a 
faster response. 

Have any questions?   
Please contact the 
Odor Response Team: 

200 2nd Ave S Edmonds,  
WA 98020 

Email: wwtp@edmondswa.gov 
Phone: (425) 771-0237 

Visit us online 
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