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The day finally came. Last Friday, July 29, was the final day for candidates to file 
with the County to run for City Council. Over the years that I written for this newspaper, 
going on six now, I have often mentioned how crazy the election season is. In the months 
leading up to the filing date, rhetoric at Council meetings increases to a fever pitch, not to 
mention “letters to the editor.”  

Now that we know who the candidates are, their job is to convince you and me to 
vote for them. Candidates always have interesting reasons for running for office, and they 
certainly should be able to express those reasons to the voters. Your job, which is maybe 
even more difficult, is to decide which candidate’s views most closely resemble your 
beliefs and vision for Edmonds. I urge you to do your homework and ask the hard 
questions. Voting for Council candidates is quite possibly a voter’s most important 
decision because the Council creates the policy for the city.  

Another topic that inevitably comes up during election season is that of campaign 
signs. They are so special that they have their own city code: 20.60.060 in Edmonds 
Community Development Code. Campaign signs are allowed to be put up once a 
candidate has filed to run for office or 60 days prior to election, whichever is greater. 
They (signs not candidates) must disappear within 10 days after the election. The Council 
has studied eliminating them; however, freedom of speech issues come into play, so 
campaign signs continue to a part of our landscape (literally) for the next few months. 
There are also severe fines and penalties for removing or destroying them. They are not 
allowed in the city’s many corner gardens or traffic islands. Of course, there are more 
rules, but if you’re really that interested, check out the code. And if you doubt for a 
moment that it’s campaign time, you only have to look at all the signs that popped up 
over the weekend. 

As a final thought to this year’s elections, I will not be endorsing any candidates 
in this off-mayoral-year election. Two years ago as I was running for a second term, I felt 
it was important that if I were to win a second term, I wanted to work with a Council that 
I felt comfortable with. At this point I haven’t made up my mind if I’ll run for a third 
term, so I won’t publicly support a particular candidate. Please don’t take that as a 
reflection of my views of incumbents or challengers; just that I’m undecided on my own 
electoral future. 
 
  


