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Don’t get sucked into the curious rumor mill about a couple of projects downtown. The 
first is the potential sale of the now-bulldozed AM/PM property at Fifth and Dayton. The closing 
of the station by ARCO started a string of inquiries into how and when the property could be 
purchased. A local attorney handled the negotiations, and he may be the only one who knows the 
entire story, and I doubt if he’s talking. 

One well-known downtown developer bid on the property. Additionally, a local bank, 
The Bank of Washington, was another interested bidder and apparently has won the battle. The 
Bank wanted to build a new branch on the site with a drive through. Currently, the City code 
allows for drive-through businesses at that location; however, an applicant would have to apply 
for a conditional-use permit through the City’s hearing examiner.  

Now add to the mix that the City Council is working on new code language and standards 
for downtown, and they are likely inclined to ban drive-through businesses in that part of 
downtown. They will hold public hearings in September on the changes. Once The Bank of 
Washington learned that the code could possibly be changed, they put into play a strategy to 
expedite their plan before the Council could change the code. 

Obviously, the site formerly held a gas station and would clearly contain some 
contamination. Whatever the contamination levels were, we are accustomed to the practice of 
cleanup—think of the Unocal site, for example—and we know that the Department of Ecology 
has the responsibility for the cleanup action and determining the cleanup levels. No matter who 
buys the site, they have to clean it to DOE standards. As a City, our responsibility lies in making 
sure DOE has signed off on the site before construction begins and to make sure none of the 
public right-of-way is contaminated. 

Enter the developer who apparently wasn’t chosen as the winning bidder for the property 
asking the City Council to become involved in the cleanup action. Not necessary! As previously 
reported, DOE will take care of that. Have no fear that you will turn purple or grow another nose 
if you walk by the site. One thing is for sure: there still is plenty of interest in the property and it 
won’t be long before a new building is constructed. 

And, of course, there is Old Milltown! Recently purchased and with plans in-house to do 
a much-needed renovation. While it’s sad to see long-time tenants go their separate ways, it will 
be good to see the old landmark retain its charm and yet be a modern, functioning retail center 
for many years to come. At last look, the boardwalk tenants are staying put and looking forward 
to the remodel as well. 

For good measure, let’s talk about the discussions that are ongoing between the Port and 
some property owners, including the old Safeway/Antique Mall owner to redevelop that area 
along with Harbor Square. Several meetings have been held with the City as an interested 
observer. A project of this scope will take years and an incredible amount of planning. The 
consensus so far is that a mixed-use development to include public amenities and walkways is 
the vision of choice. Look for a presentation before the Edmonds City Council in October. And 
yes, if you are wondering, building heights will be an issue!  


