
Edmonds Waterfront Access Study

Public Meeting – May 12, 2016



Agenda

6:00 – 8 View displays and talk with team
Share ideas on flipcharts, comment forms or laptops

6:15 Presentation

6:40 Questions & Answers

7:00 – 8 Open house



Advisory Task Force
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How does Rail Traffic Affect Access?

Gate Closures at Main Street and Dayton Street crossings:
• 37.5 closures average per day
• 80 minutes average per day (5.5% of the day)
• 2:12 average closure duration (3:54 for unit trains)

At Main Street crossing (daily average):

Over 10 ferry loadings/off-loadings affected daily

Based on traffic recorded, June 16 through July 3, 2012

Vehicles Delayed (84% ferry traffic) Pedestrians Delayed

709 delayed by closures 115 delayed by closures

28.7 vehicle-hours 4.7 person-hours



Emergency Calls Across the Tracks

277 incidents

64 had response 
times of 7 minutes 
or longer

Variety of causes for 
delays

Fire District 1 records July 1, 
2010 to December 8, 2015
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Hour Distribution of Emergency Calls and Gate Closures
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2-Stage Screening / Evaluation Process

We are here



Level 1 Outcomes

Concepts/

Variants

Early Recommendations

Advancing Concepts

Preliminary
Level 2 Alternatives



Level 1 Concept Screening Criteria

1 - Does the concept 

improve reliable 

emergency response to 

west side of the railroad?

2 - Does the concept 

reduce delays to ferry 

loading/ unloading of 

vehicles?

3 - Does the concept 

reduce delays & conflicts 

at street/ railroad crossings 

for people walking, biking 

or driving?

4 - Does the concept 

provide safe and efficient 

passenger connectivity

between available
modes of travel?

7 - Does the concept 

avoid negative 

environmental effects?

6 - Does the concept 

avoid creating social 

and/or economic 

impacts?

5 - Is the concept 

feasible to implement?

Purpose & Need



Level 1 Outcomes – Advance to Level 2



Level 1 Outcomes – Early Recommendations

Recommend City advance independently:
Crosswalk improvements at Main Street/Railroad Avenue (On-site 4) 

Crosswalk improvements at Dayton Street/Railroad Avenue (On-site 5)

Recommend City advance with BNSF:
Emergency notification to stop trains outside of Edmonds (Operational 4)

Recommend local agencies create/implement a

Waterfront Emergency Evacuation Plan:
First aid training for waterfront staff and residents (On-site 1)

Helipad operational planning (On-site 3)

Tsunami evacuation plan (Operational 7)



Preliminary Level 2 Alternatives

Edmonds St. 
Overpass

Pedestrian/Bicycle Pedestrian/Bicycle/Emergency Vehicle General Traffic/Pedestrian/Bicycle

Main St. Overpass
Main St. Underpass 

Main St. Overpass
Main St. Underpass

Mid-block 
Overpass

Dayton St. New 
Ferry Terminal

Dayton St. 
Overpass

Admiral Way 
Overpass



Main Street Overpass – Pedestrian / Bicycle Capacity



Level 2 Alternative Evaluation Criteria

1 - Does the alternative improve 

reliable emergency response to 

west side of the railroad?

2 - Does the alternative reduce delays 

to ferry loading/ unloading of 

vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians?

3 - Does the alternative improve 

circulation and reduce delays & 

conflicts for pedestrians, bicyclists, 

motorists and freight at roadway/ 

railroad crossings?

4 - Does the alternative provide safer 

and more efficient passenger 

connectivity between ferry, commuter 

rail, bus transit for pedestrians, 
bicycles and motor vehicle travel?

Purpose & Need



Level 2 Alternative Evaluation Criteria

8 - Is the alternative fundable and 

permittable?

9 - Can the alternative avoid or 

minimize temporary construction 

impacts?

10 – How does the alternative affect 

the environment?

11 - Does the Alternative address 

impacts of sea level rise?

5 - Does the alternative provide for 

emergency evacuation of the 

waterfront?

6 - Does the alternative fit with urban 

design concepts and community 

goals?

7 - Is the alternative consistent with 

current and future transportation 

operations?
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Questions?


