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Dear Teachers, Parents, Principals, Organization, and Citizens: 
 
 

 
It is the mission of the Sister City Commission to promote international communication and understanding 
through exchanges of people, ideas, and culture. Since 1988, Edmonds, WA and Hekinan, Japan have 
maintained a strong sister city connection. Throughout the past 27 years, over 1,000 people have travelled 
between the two cities.  Many of these have been students. 
 
Students are a very important component to our work.  With this in mind, the Commission would like to invite 
a student representative to serve on the commission in order to share his/her perspective. Participation would 
include attending the monthly evening meeting (average meeting time is generally one hour) and working on 
projects. 

 
Appointments are for a one academic-year term. The student seat will be non-voting, however the student 
will participate in discussions and will be encouraged to comment. Community service hours can be arranged. 

 
 
Qualifications and requirements for applicants: 

• Reside within Edmonds City limits 
• Coursework or strong personal interest in Japanese language/culture 
• Ability to meet on the fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 PM at the Frances Anderson Center, 700 

Main Street in downtown Edmonds 
• Commit to volunteering on ESCC projects 
• Complete and submit application, resume or bio, along with suitable references 

 
Applications are to be sent to:  
 
Edmonds Sister City Commission 
Office of the Mayor 
121 5th Avenue N. 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
 
Additionally it may be left with the front desk staff at Edmonds City Hall. 

 
 
 
Thank you for your interest and desire to serve your community!
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City of Edmonds Application for: Edmonds Sister City Commission Student 
Representative 
You must also submit a resume or bio and references with your application. Applicants must reside within City limits. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
THE COMMISSION MEETS THE FOURTH MONDAY OF THE MONTH at 7:00 p.m. Meetings are generally 1 hour. 

PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE PLEASE COMPLETE ENTIRE APPLICATION 
Applicant Name: Date: 
Parent/Guardian Name:   

(if applicant is under 18) 
Address: Contact Phone: 

 Day: 
E-mail address: Cell: 

 

Which school do you attend?   
 

Volunteer activities and special interests:    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why are you seeking this appointment?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What skills and knowledge are you hoping to learn or improve upon with this appointment?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What would you like to contribute as the Student Representative to the Edmonds Sister City Commission?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Comments:    
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Qualifications – Term of Appointment (from Edmonds City Code)                                                                            
 
 

10.03.020 
Qualifications: 
Student representatives must be residents of the City of Edmonds, but they need not attend school in 
Edmonds. 
10.03.040 
Term: 
Each student representative shall serve a one-year term that commences on September 1st of each year. 
Student representative attendance at board or commission meetings during the summer shall be optional 
and any absences during the summer shall be excused by the board or commission. A student representative 
may apply for re-appointment to the same position for successive terms, PROVIDED THAT the board or 
commission shall evaluate all applicants for the student representative position and any re-appointment shall 
be voted on in an open public meeting. A student representative may be removed for cause prior to the 
end of the term on a super majority vote of the full board or commission. 

 
 

Possible Projects: 
• Work with local high schools to recruit delegates for the summer exchange 
• Work with special projects, such as the Edmonds Farmer’s Market 
• Website Additions 

 
I understand the duties, responsibilities, and time commitment to successfully fill this position (the 
Commission meets the FOURTH Monday of the month at 7:00pm-8:00pm). 

 
Student signature: 
 
Cell or contact phone: 
 

 
Parents and/or Guardian (please sign below if applicant is under 18 years of age.) 
I have reviewed my son’s/daughter’s application and understand the responsibilities and time 
commitment that will be required of my son/daughter. 

 
Parent/Guardian Signature:   

 
Please Print Name: 
 
Emergency contact phone:
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Edmonds Sister City Commission Information   
 
 

Mission: 
It is the mission of the Sister City Commission to promote international communication and understanding through exchanges of 
people, ideas, and culture. Edmonds and the city of Hekinan, Japan established a relationship on April 5, 1988. 
 
Hekinan is located in Aichi Prefecture about 40 kilometers from Nagoya. It was incorporated in 1948 from four villages. There are about 
70,000 residents, and it hosts an active harbor and several substantial manufacturing plants. Toyota is the largest employer in the 
region and maintains a transmission assembly plant. Hekinan has stressed the importance of its civic and cultural assets, which include a 
cultural hall, a large regional hospital, botanical gardens, performance hall, and parks. The new Chubu Centrair International Airport, 
only 15 minutes away from Hekinan, opened in 2005 to make the city more accessible to visitors. 

The Edmonds Sister City Commission was created by City ordinance in 1988 and reports to the Mayor of Edmonds. The Mayor appoints 
members to the Commission, subject to City Council confirmation. The 12 non-paid Commissioners serve three-year terms with no term 
limits. Commissioners need not be residents of Edmonds. Funding for Sister City programs is largely from community donors. 

Goals: 
• Foster exchanges that reflect our intercultural focus between business, education and non-profit businesses in the local area. 

o Participate in local events in the community. 
o Provide the citizens of Edmonds with opportunities to learn about our experiences with our sister cities. 
o Provide the citizens of Edmonds education and awareness on the culture of our sister cities. 

• Foster a relationship between officials and staff of the sister cities. This includes but is not limited to: Parks, Public Works, 
Community Development, Fire, and Police. 

• Develop a program such that the Commission is self-reliant and does not require public funds to operate. 
• Participate in the Sister Cities International Association on activities that relate to the commission. 
• Foster relationships with other local cities that have sister city programs to exchange ideas and expand communications with 

other sister cities. 

Background: 
Hekinan — Edmonds exchanges 
Since the relationship began in 1988, over 1,000 people have traveled between the two cities. Typically, delegates stay in homes and 
are given opportunities to meet residents and business owners and experience the respective cultures first-hand. In addition to 
regularly occurring exchange programs, the following programs are also ongoing: 

Works from local artists have been exchanged and are held in the collection of the two cities. Three Edmonds' schools have sister school 
relationships where pen pals and other activities take place. One teacher, selected by the Commission and hired by the Hekinan Board 
of Education, currently resides in Hekinan serving as an English teacher at the junior high schools. 

Forms are available as follows: 
E-mail: carolyn.lafave@edmondswa.gov Phone:  (425) 771-0247 
online: http://www.edmondswa.gov/boards-commissions-committees-openings.html   
In Person: Edmonds City Hall 
 121 5th Ave. North 
 Edmonds, WA   98020 

 
Please return completed forms as follows: 
Email: carolyn.lafave@edmondswa.gov  Fax: (425) 771-0252 
US Mail: Sister City Commission 

Office of the Mayor 
121 5th Avenue N. 
Edmonds, WA 98020 

In Person: Edmonds City Hall 
121 5th Avenue N. 
Edmonds, WA 98020 
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